2022 Conference Schedule
PLEASE NOTE: APTA reserves the right to cancel, change speakers and/or program content and date without further notice and assumes no liability for these changes.

Thursday, September 22
7:30 pm - Extended Executive Dessert Night
Friday, September 23
8:00 am - Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:45 am - Opening Remarks
9:00 am - SESSION 1- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Inspired Teaching: A Practical Workshop"
10:15 am - Coffee Break & Tradeshow
11:00 am - SESSION 2- Dr. Dale Wheeler presents "The Secret Life of the Left Hand"
12:15 pm - Lunch
1:30 pm - SESSION 3- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Bringing Music to Life"
2:45 pm - Coffee Break & Tradeshow
3:30 pm - SESSION 4 a choice between:
Colleen Athparia presents "Creative Ways to Practise Technique" AND
Panel Discussion: Studio Business Tips
5:45 pm - Banquet & Scholarships (Baymont By Wyndham Hotel, doors open at 5:00 pm)
7:30 pm - Dr. Jani Parsons in Concert (Crossroads Church)
Saturday, September 24
8:00 am - Breakfast and Tradeshow
9:00 am - SESSION 5- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Influence in Teaching"
10:15 am - Coffee Break & Tradeshow
11:00 am - Creative Music Writing Competition Recital
12:00 pm - Lunch and AGM
1:30 pm - SESSION 6- Dr. Leanne Regehr presents "Phrasing in Classical Repertoire:
Inspiration from Conductors and Singers"
3:00 pm - Stretch Break
3:15 pm - SESSION 7- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Playing Naturally: Piano Technique"
4:30 pm - Head Home

2022 Conference Information
Conference Venues
The 2022 Conference will be held at Crossroads Church in Red Deer. Located at 38105 Range Road 275,
Red Deer, Crossroads Church has the ability to accommodate social distancing if desired, our tradeshow
and our meals.
The Friday evening banquet will be held in the Piper Room at the Baymont by Wyndham hotel at 4311 49
Ave Red Deer.
Conference Accommodations
A limited block of rooms at a discounted rate have been held at the Holiday Inn and Suites on Gasoline
Alley (33 Petrolia Drive, Red Deer) at a rate of $120.99 per night. Contact the hotel directly (403-3488485) to book your room and mention you are with the Alberta Piano Teachers Association to confirm the
rate. The limited number of rooms at that rate are available to book until August 22, 2022.
There are other hotels in the area but APTA does not have special rates arranged with them. Please make
arrangements directly with the hotel of your choice.
Registration
To register and pay for the conference by credit card, please go to www.aptaonline.net and use our secure
online payment system.
To register through a paper form and pay by cheque, download and print the form at the end of this
package and mail it to the address on the form.
To qualify for Early Bird rates, registrations must be received online or postmarked no later than August 15,
2022.
Your receipt for registration will be emailed to you or included in your conference packet.
Registrations received after September 15, 2022 will not include meals.
Cancellation Policy
Due to our commitment to our venue and presenters, refunds for cancellations will not be provided.
However, because of our livestream option this year, your registration can be converted to a livestream pass
so you don't have to miss out! If you cancel prior to September 10, we will refund you your registration
minus the $199 livestream pass. Cancellations after September 10 will not receive a refund but can receive
access to the livestream.
COVID19 Protocols
APTA will follow all government and AHS protocols necessary at the time of the conference. As of the
time of this publication, masks are not mandatory, but attendees are welcome to wear them if they prefer.
The venue provides plenty of room for social distancing if you prefer.
Questions?
Contact Chelsea Bustin at aptaconference@gmail.com or call or text 403-880-9586.

2022 Conference Presenters
Dr. Adam Johnson
Award-winning Canadian conductor Adam Johnson connects with audiences
and musicians through evocative performances of western art music. In 2016 he
became Assistant Conductor of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra and was
appointed Resident Conductor for the last year of his tenure in the 2018-2019
season. He collaborated closely with Music Director Kent Nagano on awardwinning recordings for Decca and Analekta, and contributed to performances
in Carnegie Hall, the Salzburg Festival, and a major European tour. He has
conducted more than 65 concerts with the OSM and collaborated with
renowned soloists such as Jean-Philipe Collard, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and
Charles Richard-Hamelin, among others.
Prior to his tenure in Montréal, Johnson served for three seasons with the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, initially as Resident Conductor (2013-2015),
and subsequently as Associate Conductor (2015-2016); he maintains a frequent
presence on the podium as guest conductor. He also regularly guest-conducts
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, and has led the Québec, Trois-Rivières,
Saskatoon, Guelph, and Thunder Bay symphony orchestras, as well as
Symphony Nova Scotia. Internationally he has conducted the Barcelona
Symphony Orchestra and members of the Philharmonisches Staatsorchestre
Hamburg.
In 2015, Adam Johnson received the prestigious Jean-Marie-Beaudet Award for Orchestral Conducting from the Canada Council for
the Arts, and recently won an OPUS award for best youth concert of 2018. He holds a Doctorate in Piano Performance from the
Université de Montréal and a Prize in Orchestral Conducting from the Conservatoire de musique de Montréal.
In high demand as a pedagogue, he served on the faculties of the McGill Conservatory and the Université du Québec à Montréal. He
has also taught harmony, analysis, and chamber music, and translated a major treatise on harmonic analysis from French to English.
He is actively working to create societal change through increasing the impact of music education, reaching
thousands of students by providing online training for music educators.

Dale Wheeler
After teaching piano and a variety of courses at the post-secondary level for over thirty years Dale Wheeler is
now enjoying life as an independent musician. Living in Red Deer, Alberta he teaches part-time at Burman
University and maintains a small private studio. He is also a senior examiner, clinician, and consultant for
The Royal Conservatory of Music and RCM Publishing. He holds the doctorate in piano performance and
pedagogy from the University of Oklahoma. He also holds degrees and diplomas from the University of
Saskatchewan and Trinity College of Music, London. Dr. Wheeler has appeared as a recitalist, accompanist,
adjudicator, and lecturer from coast to coast in Canada and throughout the U.S. For a number of years Dale
was a regular columnist for Clavier magazine and has had articles published in the CFMTA Journal,
American Music Teacher, and The Journal of the American Liszt Society. When not making music his
interests include water and snow skiing, classic cars, touring on his Harley motorcycle, and collecting vintage
piano recordings.

2022 Conference Presenters
Dr. Leanne Regehr
Leanne Regehr is a versatile and sensitive pianist who is widely recognized for her intuitive
ability to collaborate with other musicians across an extensive range of repertoire. She is the
featured soloist in a live recording of Victor Davies' Mennonite Piano Concerto with the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and is currently based in Edmonton where she serves on
the faculties of the University of Alberta and The King’s University.
Leanne’s reputation in opera has grown through engagements as a répétiteur with
Shreveport Opera, Mercury Opera, and Edmonton Opera. Her dedication to the
development of young singers has been shown through her work as a faculty member with
Opera NUOVA and Cowtown Opera Summer Academy, as a staff pianist for Sherrill
Milnes' VoicExperience Program in Florida, and as a Coaching Fellow at the Aspen Music
Festival. She has performed with many organizations including the Edmonton Symphony
Orchestra, the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra, Pro Coro Canada, Da Camera Singers,
Luminous Voices, and the Academy Concert Series in Toronto.
Leanne completed her Doctor of Music in Piano Performance at Northwestern University
and explored further studies at the Banff School of Fine Arts, the Universitat Mozarteum in
Salzburg and the Aspen Music Festival. She has enjoyed playing the masterworks of the
choral repertoire during her twenty seasons as accompanist with the Richard Eaton Singers,
and freelances as a soloist, vocal coach, recital partner, and adjudicator.

Colleen Athparia
Colleen Athparia is an internationally recognized pianist with a distinguished career as
a pedagogue, performer, composer and recording artist. One of her compositions has
just been published in the new RCM book series. Colleen holds a Bachelor of Music
Education degree from University of Toronto and a Masters of Music in Performance
with distinction from Indiana University. A dedicated teacher since 1979, her Calgary
studio through Mount Royal Conservatory features many extremely accomplished
students including two who were recently listed in CBC’s Top 30 Classical musicians
in Canada under 30. Heralded by the National Post as one of the top four Canadian
pianists of contemporary music today and often a guest on CBC radio, she was
honoured in Ottawa in 2009 as an “Ambassador of Canadian music”. Colleen is a
Senior Examiner for the RCM and recently adjudicated the Vancouver Festival. In
2017 she was awarded “RCM Teacher of Distinction for Alberta” as a leader in the
field of music education.

2022 Conference Presenters
Dr. Jani Parsons,
APTA concert artist
Praised for her “combination of tenderness and vivacious
energy” (San Francisco Chronical) and “sheer virtuosity”
(LA Splash), Canadian pianist Jani Parsons has
established herself as a musician of warmth, brilliance,
versatility, and vivid expression. An active soloist and
chamber musician, Jani is a founding member and
executive director of Latitude 49, a mixed chamber
ensemble recently in residence at Princeton University
and the pianist of the Aurora Trio with violinist
Timothy Steeves and cellist Max Geissler. Jani joined the
faculty at the University of Calgary as the newly
appointed Assistant Professor of Piano and head of the
piano program in 2021.
As an avid performer and supporter of living composers,
Jani has worked directly with many composers
including Steve Reich, Christopher Cerrone, John Zorn,
Stacy Garrop, Marc Mellits, Roshanne Etezady, Augusta
Read Thomas, Jared Miller and Shulamit Ran and has
premiered upwards of eighty new solo and chamber
works. She is especially enthusiastic about featuring a
wide array of “classics” and undiscovered masterpieces in
her programming that spans from pre-Baroque to newly
inked works.
A sought-after chamber musician, Jani has appeared with the Pittsburg New Music Ensemble, members of Bang on a Can
All-Stars, Eighth Blackbird, and New Music Detroit as well as members of the Chicago and Detroit Symphony Orchestras.
Performances across North America include the Chan Centre for the Arts (Vancouver, British Columbia), the Banff Centre
for the Arts, Detroit Symphony Center, Detroit Institute of Arts, the Ravinia Festival and the Museum of Contemporary Art
(Chicago) and at various educational institutions including the New England Conservatory, Indiana University, and
Northwestern University among others. Jani has appeared in 8 professionally released recordings and can be heard on the
New Amsterdam label, Tzadik label and Çedille Records among others.
Jani studied in Canada with Lorraine Ambrose at the Vancouver Academy of Music, and graduated from the University of
Michigan under Arthur Greene and John Ellis. She has served on faculty at the Fresh Inc. Summer festival, the Interlochen
Summer Arts Camp and the Piracicaba International Piano Festival in Brazil and is a passionate teacher and life-long music
geek.

2022 Conference Sessions
SESSION 1- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Inspired Teaching: A Practical Workshop"
This session will explore how to achieve more of our potential - and therefore more of our students' potential - through applying practical
tools to refine and raise our vision to better serve our students and make this our best year yet. Through harnessing the power of intention
and raising the quality of our questions to improve the results we achieve, this workshop is hands-on and immediately implementable.

SESSION 2- Dr. Dale Wheeler presents "The Secret Life of the Left Hand"
In teaching and playing the left hand is sometimes treated as the “ugly step-sister.” In our efforts to ensure that the right hand projects and
sings the left hand is often ignored. In truth, the left hand is an essential contributor to the overall musical integrity of a piece. Among
other things, it provides the bass line, harmonic structure, harmonic fill, and rhythmic propulsion. Using typical intermediate teaching
repertoire as examples, various types of left-hand figurations are examined from the perspective of how to increase the vitality of students’
playing.

SESSION 3- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Bringing Music to Life"
Explore great music-making at all levels through a practical framework for exciting and meaningful musicianship. This session highlights
the most important elements of professional performing that can be applied to earlier levels of learning.

SESSION 4 Option 1- Colleen Athparia presents "Creative Ways to Practise
Technique"
Tired of reminding students to practise their scales?
If you have run out of ideas, this workshop offers some creative ways to vary traditional scales, chords, arpeggios, etc. from elementary to advanced levels,
so that students are engaged in the challenge of improving their techniques. From her 40+ years of teaching experience, Colleen Athparia will share some
of these ideas to keep students interested, using creative approaches.

SESSION 4 Option 2- Panel Discussion: Studio Business Tips
Join a variety of experienced teachers who will be a part of a moderated panel discussion on the topic of studio business systems and
policies. From studio structures to business systems to studio policies, this session is perfect for teachers who are just starting a studio or
who want to implement some new tips and tricks from teachers about best business practices. There will be plenty of time for questions!

SESSION 5- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Influence in Teaching"
This session offers two frameworks for increasing our influence as teachers: one for understanding universal human needs that we can help
meet through our teaching, and another framework for consciously creating states that help our students (and us!) achieve their best.

SESSION 6- Dr. Leanne Regehr presents "Phrasing in Classical Repertoire:
Inspiration from Conductors and Singers"
How can we be inspired by our friends at the opera? An exploration of how conducting and singing can lengthen and shape our phrases at
the piano in repertoire of the Classical Era.

SESSION 7- Dr. Adam Johnson presents "Playing Naturally: Piano Technique"
Dr. Johnson will share the most helpful technical tips he learned from 12 years of university studies in piano as well as recent reflections on
how to experience more natural piano playing.

Please make cheques payable to APTA.
Mail completed forms & cheques to:
Chelsea Bustin
47 Cimarron Grove Close
Okotoks, AB T1S 2L7

2022 Conference Registration Form
Name:________________________________________Phone Number:________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Email Address:

_____________________________________________________________________

Dietary Requirements: _________________________________________________________________

Full Conference

Full conference includes all meals, all coffee breaks, all sessions, banquet & one concert ticket.

APTA Member- Early Bird (Before Aug 15)

$325

APTA Member- After August 15

$375

APTA Member- Student Rate (include copy of student ID)

$175

APTA Member- Extended Executive Rate

$300

Non Member- Early Bird (Before August 15)

$400

Non Member- After August 15

$450

Partial Conference

Circle: Fri Sept 23 or Sat Sept 24

Partial conference includes that day's sessions, one lunch & coffee breaks.

APTA Member- Full Day Pass

$225

Non Member- Full Day Pass

$250

Livestream
Livestream Pass- all sessions

Individual Sessions

$199

Circle: 1,

2,

3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Single Session Rate

$60

Student- Single Session Rate (include copy of student ID)

$30

Additional Tickets
Banquet & Concert Ticket (Friday, September 23)

$75

Total:

